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(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


SUBJECT;  "LOO KING  INTO  '39."  Information  from  the  Economics  Division  of  the  Bureau 
of  Home  Economics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


You  may  not  he  considering  your  1939  plan  or  "budget  yet.    But  the  new  year 
isn't  many  weeks  away.     So  I'm  going  to  report  some  of  the  predictions  for  1S39  made 
by  Department  of  Agriculture  advisors  for  families  interested  in  planning  their  liv- 
ing.   You  may  he  glad  to  have  them  when  you  dp_  start  on  your  1939  plans  —  or  resolu- 
tions. 

For  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  economists  say,  you  will  have  more  money  end 
better  living  next  year  if  you  live  on  a  farm.     You'll  have  more  net  cash  from  your 
farm  products,  and  from  Government  payments  as  well  as  from  nonfarm  sources  like 
jobs  in  nearby  towns.    The  reason  you'll  be  better  off  in  '39  is  that  general  busi- 
ness conditions  are  due  to  improve,  which  means  more  jobs  end  more  demand  for  farm 
products.     Farmers  will  probably  produce  more  livestock  and  livestock  products  next 
year  as  well  as  more  vegetables,  and  they'll  receive  more  in  return  because  city 
people  will  have  more  money  to  buy. 

You  will  spend  your  larger  incomes  next  year  either  for  butter  living,  or  to 
pay  off  debts,  or  to  improve  farm  property.     If  your  family  has  a  yearly  cash  income 
of  more  than  GOO  dollars,  you'll  be  able  to  make  the  most  progress  in  these  directic: 
If  your  family  income  is  less  than  600  dollars  a  year  e.nd  you  have  children  to  sup- 
port, you  can't  do  much  about  getting  ahead  —  must  spend  most  of  what  you  have  on 
the  necessities  of  life.     Studies  of  farm  families  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Oregon,  end 
Washington  show  that  most  families  need  a  net  money  income  of  600  dollars  to  meet 
their  expenses  and  keep  out  of  the  red.     When  their  income  goes  above  this  mark,  manj 
can  progress  financially  by  paying  off  the  mortgage  or  other  debts  or  by  improving 
the  farm.    But  because  you  live  on  a  farm,  you  and  your  family  can  begin  to  get  ahee.c 
financially  on  much  less  cash  than  city  families  partly  because  you  can  produce  so 
•rjany  things  you,  need,  like  food  and  fuel,  right  on  the  farm. 

Dollar  for  dollar,  the  economists  say,  your  money  should  stretch  about  as  far 
next  year  as  it  did  this,  since  prices  of  most  things  you'll  be  buying  won't  change 
tfuch.    Food  prices,  for  example,  will  probably  average  about  the  same  as  this  year. 
You  may  pay  less  for  some  cereal  products  end  pork  and  more  for  potatoes  end  truck 
crops.     Since  vegetables  are  likely  to  be  more  expensive  to  buy,  there's  en  extra 
good  reason  for  planning  tc  raise  and  "put  up"  your  own.   (Some  families  start  planni. 
their  gardens  and  their  canning  in  January.' ) 

If  you  live  on  a  farm,  you  are  much  more  likely  to  have  a  better  diet  than 
village  or  city  families  with  the  same  cash  income,  because  you  can  produce  so  much 
of  your  own  food,  especially  the  protective  foods  like  eggs,  milk,  fruits  and  vege- 
tables.    These  are  the  foods  which  so  many  town  and  city  families  go  shy  on  when  the- 
haven't  much  money  to  spend.    Of  course,  many  farm  families  elso  eat  too  few  fruits 
and  vegetables  to  supply  the  vitamin  C  they  need.    So  the  economists  nay  mean  you 
when  they  say  that  in  1939  many  farm  families  will  do  well  to  raise  more  vegetables 
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and  fruits  for  their  own  tables.     The  less  money  you  have  to  spend,  the  more  your 
health  and  well-being  depends  on  home-raised  food.    More  and  more  wise  families  make 
plans  ahead  for  the  year's  food  needs.     They  figure  out  what  and  how  much  food  they' 3 
need  for  12  months.     And  then  they  figure  what  they  can  raise  on  the  farm  and  what 
they  must  buy.    Your  State  specialists  or  county  home  demonstration  agents  have  pro- 
bably told  you  about  food  budgeting;  and  planning  your  canning,  building  outdoor  and 
indoor  storage  cellars  for  food;  or  using  the  newer  method  of  preserving  food  by 
freezing.     Farm  families  still  spend  more  for  food  than  for  any  other  item  on  the 
household  budget.     If  you  can  produce  much  of  it  yourself,  that  will  reloads-  cash 
for  improving  your  farms,  buying  rauios,  automobiles,  electrical  appliances,  cloth- 
ing, house  furnishings  and  other  things  which  farmers  like  city  people  find  im- 
portant in  present-day  lift-..    Of  course,  you  have  to  manage  your  finances  carefully 
lif  you  are  to  buy  these  new  goods  and  services.     So  you've  probably  come  to  under* 
stand  your  buying  problems  more  lately,  and  a.re  taking  an  interest  in  consumer  edu- 
cation end  protection. 

Speaking  of  radios,  automobiles,  and  electrical  appliances,  here  are  a  few- 
predictions  that  may  be  of  special  interest.    About  three-fifths  of  all  farm  familie 
now  have  radios.    During  the  coming  year  many  more  will  want  to  buy  them.  Prices 
of  1939  model  radios  are  somewhat  below  1938  models,  but  prices  next  year  may  not 
be  cut  quite  as  much  as  they  were  this  yea". 

As  for  automobiles,  the  1959  models  will  probably  average  5  percent  less  in 
cost  than  in  1938,  but  the  farm  family  is  much  more  likely  to  buy.  a  used  car  than  a 
new  model.     The  price  of  gasoline  is  not  expected  to  change  next  year  but  tires 
may  cost  somewhat  mo  re . 

In  8  years  the  number  of  farms  with  electricity  have  jumped  from  13  to  18 
percent  and  many  more  farms  will  be  putting  in  electricity  next  year.    Because  the 
demand  for  electrical  equipment  was  weak  during  the  past  summer,  electrical  appli- 
ances dropped  in  price  end  stores  gave  generous  allowances  for  some  types  of  old 
equipment  turned  in.    As  people  have  more  money  and  buy  more  electrical  things  dur- 
ing the  coming  year,  there  will  bu  less  price  cutting  on  electric  equipment. 

That's  all  the  predictions  I  have  time  for  today.    But  I'll  be  coming  back 
with  more  another  day. 


